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concentrated in a single, and that a popular, lecture;
but I hope to point out in distinct, yet general
terms, what is the philosophical tendency towards
which our own hopes are directed, and out of which
we believe the most powerful and fruitful methods
for the future development of truth are destined to
flow forth, to fertilize and bless the world.

With regard to the name of this philosophical
tendency, I am not, at present, very particular.
The term " eclecticism " is decidedly objectionable,
because it seems to involve the mere juxtaposition
of other methods, and to give us only a motley,
syncretic result; whereas the system I maintain, as
you will soon perceive, carries out its researches
and results quite independently of any other school
or system whatever.

The term "philosophy of progress" might be em-
ployed to convey our meaning, since it certainly
designates one very important element in our
system, that, namely, which affirms the constant
development of moral ideas along the pathway of
hiimaui history* But on this appellation we do not
insist. The term " philosophy of common sense,"
taken, not in the acceptation in which it is some-
times used, as being the result of unscientific, in
opposition to systematic and logical thinking, but
taken in that particular acceptation in which it
implies an appeal to the common or universal
reason of the human race, in its progress along
the course of time, this term, might likewise